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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 

2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

 

Celebrating 

One Hundred 

Years of 

Serving the 

Fairfax 

African 

American 

Catholic 

Community 

Since 1922 
 

 

 
Mass: 11am Sunday 

Weekday Mass: Thursday at 9am during the school year 
Holy Days of Obligation: 6pm 

Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Birthday Blessings March 6th, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / February 13th 10:30 am 

3rd Sunday/February 20th, 2022/Thomas Clark Scholarship  
Synodal Listening Sessions – Please see any Parish Council Member 

4th Saturday/February 26th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal 
 

    

Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 30th 

               

Mass Intentions:   African American Ancestors 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Morkunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo  
 Sr Jacinto Kimaro, CSESM / Sr. Rita Mary Mrema, CESM /Sr. Vickie Mrema, CESM 

    Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith      
Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith      

Music Ministry: Theresa Bumpers/Sandi Gay Chapman      
Praise Dance Coordinators: Megan Lipian  

Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison      
Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps  
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Background:  
 
Today, we hear Luke’s version of the Beatitudes, the core of Jesus’s message of liberation.  Because 
Matthew’s audience was predominantly Jewish, he places this scene on a mountaintop in order to parallel 
Jesus with Moses on top of Mt. Sinai receiving the Law. Luke, with his predominantly Gentile audience, 
places Jesus on a plain in order to accommodate the crowd not only of Jews from Galilee, but from Judaea 
and Jerusalem, and even Gentiles from Tyre and Sidon. Th e great catch of people has already begun!  Luke’s 
Beatitudes—and Woes—play with the paradox that the way the world sees and judges’ people is not the 
way that God does.  As Jeremiah says, it is those who trust and hope in the Lord who, in the long run, are 
truly blessed—just like Jesus. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

• Do you judge success by the short term or the long term? 

• What image do you too frequently try to project? 

• When did you first realize that Christ’s message is about liberating love and grace? 

• How can you bring that message to your community?  Your family?  Your neighborhood? Your 
church? 

 
Practice:  
 
Look around you, at your family, your friends, your coworkers, your neighbors. How can you bring someone 
blessedness and not woe this week? What word of liberation and grace, gratitude and support can you 
speak this week?      

~TeamRCIA 
 
The Catholic Charities Appeal for 2022 is underway with an in-pew commitment process taking place this 
weekend, Feb. 12/13.  is https://tinyurl.com/HSD-Volunteer > not a special collection; rather, the Catholic 
Charities Appeal represents the chance for all Catholics to make a significant pledge, payable in installments, 
to Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland. Details about how Catholic Charities aids those in need in our 
Diocese is included in a flyer that is available near the bulletins. Many   parishioners have received a letter   
from Bishop Malesic requesting their support.  If you have not received this letter, please respond to the in-
pew commitment process today!  If you have received the mailing, please respond to it.  Be the Light is the 
theme of this year’s campaign.  Your support of the 2022 Catholic Charities Appeal helps us to carry out the 
mission that Jesus entrusted to us: “I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you 
did for me.”  Please consider a generous gift that will change the lives of the 400,000 who are served each 
year in Northeast Ohio. Please pray for the success of the Appeal, which provides for essential programs and 
services in need throughout all eight counties of the Diocese of Cleveland. 
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Synodal Listening Sessions 
“Pope Francis invites the entire Church to reflect on a theme that is decisive for its life and mission: “It is 
precisely this path of synodality which God expects of the Church of the third millennium.” This journey, which 
follows in the wake of the Church’s “renewal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift 
and a task: by journeying together and reflecting together on the journey that has been made, the Church will 
be able to learn through Her experience which processes can help Her to live communion, to achieve 
participation, to open Herself to mission.” (usccb.com/synod) This will be an opportunity to reflect, as 
members of the Church, on what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Church at this moment of history and how we 
are being invited to move forward together into the future bearing witness to Jesus Christ and furthering the 
mission of the Church, which is to bring all people to salvation through Jesus Christ. Every parish has been 
“encouraged to make use of existing “synodal” bodies, such as the Parish Pastoral Council and other ministry 
groups, to organize, facilitate, and give life to the Synodal Process in the faith community, while also reaching 
out to the peripheries and to those voices that are seldom heard.”  
 
The results of these listening sessions from the various parish groups will be summarized and given to the 
Diocese. The Diocese will summarize all the input they receive and submit a report to the United States 
Council of Catholic Bishops. The USCCB will summarize what they receive and submit a report to Rome that 
will be given to the synod to take place in 2023. If you have not already done so, we hope you will consider 
participating in one of these listening sessions, and encourage you to check out the websites cited above for 
more information. You might also consider spending some time in prayer this week asking the Lord to place 
upon your mind and heart what needs to be spoken aloud at this moment in the Church’s life. 
 
Remembering the dead! - It is an unbroken tradition of the Christian faithful to pray for the dead.  The 
intention of the Mass is a customary form of this prayer and remembrance.  The typical offering requested   to   
obtain   the   intention of a particular Mass is $10 in the Diocese of Cleveland.   

Catholic Cemeteries Association provides free monthly grief support groups in two formats: In-Office (3:00 
pm) at six Cemetery offices, and Virtually (5:00 pm) via Zoom.  Meetings are open discussion, surrounding a 
monthly topic, or whatever is on your heart.  The February 20th topic is “What’s Normal in Grief?”  We   off er 
a comfortable, private, and safe environment where you are free to explore your grief.  Come and be in the 
presence of those who understand. In-Offa cue Grief Support groups meet in the main off cue building at 
these cemeteries: All Saints, NorthBit eld; All Souls, Chardon; Calvary Cleveland; Holy Cross, Akron; Holy Cross, 
Brook Park; & St. Joseph, Avon. CCA follows the guidelines set by the CDC, the State of Ohio, and the Diocese 
of Cleveland regarding COVID-19 protocols. 

We will have Black Jack Sunday every 5th Sunday this year. Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 
30th. Black Jack Sunday/Community Meal immediately after mass in the ELC. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of SA/OLBS we encourage you to bring and share your stories 
about our school, church and parish. Bring photos to share, they will be copied and returned to you. We will 
also make a pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, our beginnings. November 2022. Details to 
follow.  
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March 20nd,2022 The Bishop’s Seminary Brunch is an annual gathering of parishioners from across the 

Diocese of Cleveland who want to visibly show their appreciation for provide financial support for unusual and 

emergency needs of the seminarians. Please see Walter Napier for tickets. Cost is $50/person.  

Grandparent Workshops - March 28 & 30, April 4 & 6. Grandparents are vital to passing on the faith. The 
Office for Marriage and Family Ministry, will offer Saints Anne and Joachim Workshops. This will be an 
opportunity to talk about ways that grandparents can share their faith with their grandchildren and will offer 
some practical tools that can be used. The workshops will be offered at various sites throughout the Diocese, 
from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm and will include brunch & a closing Mass. Cost is $10 per person. Register 
online < https://tinyurl.com/Anne-Joachim >. 
 
Homeless Stand Down 2022 will be returning as an in-person event on April 23, at FirstEnergy Stadium.  An 
estimated 1,500+ guests will enjoy access to social service providers, haircuts, medical screenings, professional   
portraits, meals, personal   hygiene   kits, bus passes, and more.  The ins year, there is a goal to provide each 
guest with new or gently used shoes/boots & new socks to go with them. St. John Cathedral has been 
participating since 2004 in a number of ways. We are once again sponsoring a collection to benefit the Stand 
Down. Checks should be made out to St. John Cathedral with Homeless Stand Down in the memo line. Send 
checks to The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist/Social Actions Committee/1007 East Ninth Street/Cleveland 
44114. Please return your donations by Sunday, February 27th, so that we may forward the total to them in 
time to obtain needed goods. The last couple years, HSD has been coordinated by Business Volunteers 
Unlimited.  We also encourage you to volunteer through < https://tinyurl.com/HSD-Volunteer >, where you 
can see what your monetary donation will provide. 
 
APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-Saint Adalbert/Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament: 2022 marks one hundred years for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament serving the African 
American community in the Fairfax area. One of many celebrations being planned for the year. Please plan to 
join us. We have begun the planning sessions for the 100th Anniversary Mass. The next meeting will be via 
Zoom, February 17th at 7pm. Please see Fr. Gary for the link to the meeting. The initial committees have been 
formed, to assist with any aspect of the planning: Refreshments/Food: Lorraine Bradley; Hospitality: Irene 
Morrison; Souvenirs: Carol Morrison; Ads/Program Book: Phillis Fuller Clipps. 
 
Legal Aid Society - Due to the surge in COVID cases, our brief advice clinics, normally held at Cleveland Public 
Library, will be virtual in February 2022. All sessions will be conducted via phone or video call. Interested 
clients can register by visiting < lasclev.org > and clicking on “events” for the most recent info and details for 
all of our clinics. In the meantime, Legal Aid is open 24/7 online - taking intake applications at that link. To 
follow up on the need to provide off-line help: potential clients can call Legal Aid for help during most business 
hours at 888-817-3777 English (toll-free). They also offer help in a variety of languages: English 216-687-1900    
Spanish 216-586-3190/ Arabic 216-586-3191/ Mandarin 216-586-3192/ French 216-586-3193/ Vietnamese 
216-586-3194/ Russian 216-586-3195/ Swahili 216-586-3196/ Community members with questions about a 
housing issue can call our Tenant Info Line (216-861-5955 or 440-210-4533) anytime. For employment 
questions, community members can call our Worker Info Line (216-861-5899 or 440-210-4532). 
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Albert Murray 1916-2013 He changed the way people talked about 
race He was never a household name, but Albert Murray was one of 
the most important Black thinkers of the 20th century. The essayist 
and social critic changed the way people talked about race by 
challenging Black separatism and insisting that the Black experience 
was central to American culture. He once remarked that American 
society is “incontestably mulatto” because Black and White people 
are inextricably bound to one another. 
 
“The United States is not a nation of black and white people,” Mr. 
Murray wrote. “Any fool can see that white people are not really 
white, and that black people are not black.” Murray was what one 
friend called a “militant integrationist.” He didn’t use the terms 

“Black” or “African-American.” He called himself an American. 
 
Born in Alabama, Murray attended Tuskegee Institute, where he befriended Ralph Ellison, author of the 
classic novel “Invisible Man.” Murray also eventually became close friends with Romare Bearden, the 
influential painter, and a mentor to jazz musician Wynton Marsalis. Murray was a novelist, but it is through 
his pugnacious essays that he is best known. They are informed by his love of music — he wrote 
passionately about blues and jazz — his knowledge of Black culture and his astonishing command of 
literature. 
 
One of his best books, 1970’s “The Omni-Americans,” was a collection of essays and a punishing critique of 
Black separatism. Filled with Murray’s trademark blunt wit, it insisted that America was a nation of 
multicolored people who share a common destiny. 
 
Writer Walker Percy called it “the most important book on black-white relationships . . . indeed on American 
culture . . . published in this generation.” 

—John Blake, CNN 
 

He organized the 1963 March on Washington Bayard Rustin overcame 
prejudice on multiple levels to become a key ally of Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and one of the most important civil rights leaders of the 20th century. 
 
An openly gay Black man during the Jim Crow era, Rustin was arrested for 
having sex with men at a time when homosexuality was widely considered 
a form of mental illness. He served more than two years in federal prison 
for refusing to fight in World War II because of his pacifist Quaker beliefs. 
But it was Rustin’s connection with King that became perhaps the high-
water mark of his life. 
 

After King became nationally known for leading the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Rustin — inspired by the 
teachings of Gandhi — traveled to King’s home in 1956 to convince him to adopt nonviolence as a protest 
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tactic and a way of life. Rustin’s words were a revelation to King, who had armed bodyguards in his home. 
The following year, Rustin helped King found the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. King was 
pressured to drop Rustin from his inner circle of advisors because of his sexual orientation, but he refused to 
abandon him. King said no one could replace Rustin. Although Rustin sometimes had to keep a low public 
profile during the civil rights movement, he became more outspoken about his sexuality later in life and has 
been hailed a hero by LGBQT activists. 
 
Rustin’s crowning achievement was organizing the March on Washington, which brought more than 
200,000 peaceful protesters of different races and religions to the nation’s capital in August 1963. The 
event, culminating in King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, was a rousing success. Organizing the gathering was a 
staggering logistical feat, but Rustin pulled it off in less than two months. 

John Blake, CNN 
Photo: Patrick A. Burns/New York Times Co./Getty Images 

 
She brought down a fabled Mafia boss Eunice Hunton Carter was a 
social worker and prosecutor whose investigative work in New York 
City in the 1930s led to what was then the largest prosecution of 
organized crime in US history.  
 
When notorious mob boss Charles “Lucky” Luciano met his downfall, 
the credit went to the young prosecutor Thomas Dewey, who 
eventually ran for president. But it was Carter, an assistant district 
attorney on his team, who laid the foundation for the case. 
 
Carter was born in Atlanta, the granddaughter of enslaved people. In 
1932, she became the first Black woman to graduate from Fordham 
Law School – at a time when few lawyers were Black or women, let 
alone Black women. By then Carter was already married to a dentist 

and had a son, but she had no interest in being a society mom. 
 
She soon became the first African American woman in New York state to serve as assistant district attorney. 
As the only woman on Dewey’s team, which had been assembled to fight organized crime, she was 
relegated to mostly prosecuting crimes against women, such as prostitution. But while doing so, she 
discovered that brothels in New York were controlled by Luciano’s mob, which received a share of their 
earnings in exchange for legal representation. Her painstaking investigative skills built the case against 
Luciano and led to his conviction in 1936. Later Carter went into private practice and on to a litany of other 
accomplishments, including a committee chair at the United Nations. 

—Harmeet Kaur, CNN 
Photo: Gordon Coster/The LIFE Picture Collection via Getty Images 

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2021/02/us/little-known-black-history-figures/ 
 

You are Kindly Asked to Wear a Mask while in the church/whether vaccinated or not vaccinated.  
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PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING FULLY VACCINATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR 
YOURSELF AND THOSE WHO LOVE YOU. 

 


